
 
December 2006 
 
Dear Friends & Family, Merhaba! 
 
Every time I sit down to write this letter, I realize that another year has just flown by.  
I’m at the lobby of the Ramada Hotel in Istambul as I write this, looking out the window at 
a beautiful, sunny and cold day, and still in awe at the driving techniques of the Turkish, 
quite impressive, to the point that I will not complain anymore about Miami drivers.  Have 
you ever sat in a hotel room and listened to the call to prayer echoing from a nearby 
mosque?  It is quite unique and this morning as I was getting ready in the room, I heard it.  
Istanbul is truly a fascinating place, a city where East and West meet, a city that sits on 
two continents, one side is in Europe and the other is in Asia.  As one of the CNN 
reporters said, “It is ancient and modern, Islamic and Christian, democratic and 
autocratic—it all exists side by side in Turkey today.” 
 
It has been nothing but a spectacular year for the Souss family.  I have to thank God for 
that, we truly have been blessed.  Plus, NO HURRICANES!!!  That in itself is the best news 
of the year!!  We were a little nervous after the horrible season of 2005.  We had 
wonderful visitors, my roommate from graduate school, Connie, her husband and son, who is 
Sahid’s age came over for a typical Puerto Rican dinner and lots of talk about the good old 
days at American University and all we have accomplished since then.  And of course, Dr. & 
Mrs. Wittner, whom we met for a wonderful dinner up in North Miami Beach to celebrate 
Pedro’s new contract.  The only sad thing that happened was that we lost our dog 
Sebastian this Summer.  He would have been almost 15 years old this Christmas.  That was 
quite hard on us, after so many years and living with us in so many places, having even his 
own passport!!! What a dog, trilingual, educated in France also, the envy of many of the 
dogs in the neighborhood!!!  He has been greatly missed. 
 
As a family we did wonderful things together.  In January 
we did the 15 mile bicycle trip in Shark Valley in the 
Everglades.  It was a gorgeous day and enjoyed getting 
quite close to the crocodiles, some a little too big for my 
taste.  If you are ever down here, this is definitely a place 
to visit, especially between January and March, when the 
weather is still cool and the mosquitoes or crocodiles don’t 
eat you up.  This one in the picture is sleeping and it is very real. 
 

In January we also took the boys to their first concert, Billy 
Joel.  Simply spectacular!  We got excellent seats!   What a 
show!  Sahid could not believe it, especially because he is 
probably the only one of his friends that has ever been to a 
rock concert.  At the end of the concert he played Piano Man 
and we all stood up, it was like he was singing the national 
anthem.  Would definitely go back to see him and will in 
February 2007.  In March we took them to see the Rolling 



Stones.  Now that was awesome too!  This is history!!!  Who knows how much longer they 
will be playing!  We all got dressed in Rolling Stones clothes, and headed out to a fun and 
loud concert.  To think that the FCAT exams were the next day for Sahid was risky, but 
the Rolling Stones inspired him to do just great!  The crowd at the concert was unique…a 
lot of people who thought they were still at Woodstock, smoking pot, and who knows what 
else they were on.  Well worth it though.  I think that the boys will never forget this.    
 
Pedro took Sahid to Washington, DC, our nation’s capital like Forrest Gump calls it, for 
Spring Break and they had a blast.  I couldn’t accompany them as I had just started the 
job at the university.  They went with our neighbor Dianne and 
her two children.  They visited all the important sites and even 
managed to drive by where I lived when I was student at 
American University.  In May we went to PR for Memorial Day 
week-end.  We spent time with the family and went to a family 
wedding, which was great because we got to see extended 
family that we don’t see that often. We are now looking 
forward to all of us going to PR for Christmas.  Pedro’s father will turn 90 years old on 
December 24th and one of his nephews is getting married.  Like Johann used to say when 
he was little, “I can’t wait!” 
 
Now let me start with Pedro.  It has been a busy year for him, yet an exciting one.  He 
traveled to Ukraine to work on a USAID project and also to Bosnia to work on a World 
Bank Project.  In October he went to Germany to interview for a one year contract with 
XBRL International and got the job!!!!  You can read more about the company and his 
announcement on http://www.xbrl.org/Home/.  We are so proud of this appointment and of 
all that it entails.  Pedro has many new ideas that I know will 
contribute to making his job a successful one.  He can work 
from home and will be traveling some, but not for long periods 
of time, so at times I might be able to carry his suitcase.  Here 
in Istanbul, he is attending the 17th World Congress of 
Accountants.  I just had to carry his suitcases and my sister 
was wonderful in volunteering to come to Miami to stay with 
Sahid.  And…because next year he turns the big 50, he got his 
present in advance.   He looks sharp in the convertible!!! 
 
Now me, I also got a new part time job at Florida International University (FIU) in 
February.  I am the International Program and Special Project Coordinator for the 
Continuing and Professional Studies (CAPS) Division.  What is that?  Well, our division 
provides customized training for companies.  This training is related to professional 
development and is mostly non-credit training, even though we have some credit programs.  
I help market the programs in Latin America and here and mostly work with the 
Multicultural Training Institute which is within CAPS and provides training in Spanish, 
French, Italian or Portuguese (www.caps.fiu.edu).  I just love the job, but most of all I love 
the people I work with.  It really is an excellent team and great environment to work in.  I 
go to FIU on Monday’s, Wednesday’s and Friday’s.  I still have my job at the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission (NRC) on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s.  (Pedro wants to find me a job 
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at Home Depot on the week-ends, so that I can really be 100% busy, HA!)  Like every year, 
this year I went to Atlanta for the annual NRC training and meetings and was recognized 
with a Special Award for my work at the agency.  To be honest, I was not expecting it at 
all, but of course was very happy.  Not only is it a certificate, but it was also a cash award 
based on your salary, which is not bad at all.  At the beginning of November I went with 
Maryann to our Alumni/Homecoming Reunion in NC.  The weather was freezing…not 
expected it to be that cold, but the trees were at their peak of autumn, what a beautiful 
surprise for us.  It had been a while, well, since Bulgaria, since I had been exposed to this 
gorgeous phenomenon of nature.  We arrived on a Friday, had breakfast with my sister and 

headed out to teach salsa & merengue dancing to 100 3rd 
graders.  Willy, another Catawba graduate that is a couple of 
years older than me, Puerto Rican raised in NY joined us as 
well as our Spanish professor, Dr. Reitz.  What fun!!!  The 
children were so surprised that we had all been students at 
one time and that our professor was there dancing with us. 
After that I taught them the song of El Coqui and they did a 

pretty good job.  That night we met up with old friends as well as Saturday during the 
game.  It was a fun week-end and nice to see old faces.    
 

 Johann did wonderful in Gainesville, like we knew he would.  We 
were so proud of him.  And of course we got involved in helping him 
plan his trip to South Africa for the summer.  He signed up with  
Conservation Africa to do the 2-week Theory and Practical  Course 
in the African Bush.  The course was set in the magnificent Big 5 
Game Reserve and covered the  aspects of ecology such as animal 
identification, botany, animal behaviour and geology as well as 
rangering skills like 4×4 driving, snake identification and tracking. 
They slept out a couple of nights in the African bush, and was 
exposed to such animals as the cheetah, lions, elephants, giraffes, 
amongst others.  What an unforgettable experience!  He also got a 
Park Ranger Certificate.  I was a little nervous of course as this 
was the first time he was traveling by himself, but you know mami!!    

He really didn’t want to come back, he just loved it there.  Since he flew into 
Johannesburg, he spent 3 days there and got to visit Soweto, the Apartheid Museum 
amongst great sites in the city.  The last week he took a train from Johannesburg to Cape 
Town and spent a week down there.  While there he traveled to the vineyards and visited 
Table Mountain National Park in Boulders where he was able to see the African Penguin, 
one of the few places where they can be seen at close range.  I know this was an 
experience that he will never forget.  He started his Fall semester in good shape and is 
looking forward to another great adventure next year. He would like to visit Macchu Picchu 
this time in Peru.   
 
As far as Sahid’s activities are concerned, from January through May I was totally 
immersed in the planning committee of Sahid’s 5th grade graduation and his Arrow of Light 
for Cub Scouts.  What a semester, OH!  And I forgot to mention that I was taking an 
education course at the university!!!!!  Of course, planning the graduation started with tons 



of parents willing to cooperate, and it ended up being the same 5 parents that always got 
involved throughout the 5 years of elementary school.  What was great though that the 
fundraising activities brought in tons of money which helped us 
plan for a gorgeous and special activity at a beautiful hall 
outside of the school, for the first time in the school’s 50 year 
history.  One of the most fun activities was the car wash, we 
raised close to $2,000 and of course, the parents ended up 
washing most of the 200 cars that came by.  My hands were 
destroyed and of course my manicure!!  But the kids had so 
much fun!   I had never seen so much soap and water in my life.  

We sold ice cream, baked goods, 
had movie nights, you name it.  I 
was in charge then of organizing 
the tables at the hall, decorations 
there, buying the memorabilia for 
the students, disc jockey and making sure everything at the 
hall went smoothly.  So, have you ever blown up, of course with 

helium, 700 balloons and accommodated close to 500 people in tables?  Well, that was me!!  
Not even at my wedding!!! Even Johann had to chip in with putting together 2 huge stars I 
ordered.  Each measured 13 feet high and 14 feet wide.  These he started putting 
together at home and finished at the hall.  Look at the picture here, he truly did a 
wonderful job and thank God for him, because at this point the stress level at the house 
with all the stuff for the party was increasing some.  The way I looked at it was that this 
was the last year I could really be involved in these kind of things as I knew that once 
Sahid got to middle school it would not be the same.  The graduation was 

spectacular…Sahid was recognized for 
the community project he did, he got 
first prize, a beautiful trophy.  Check 
out his web page  
http://www.spstreespot.org/.    After 
all the formalities, the children were 
able to dance to a great disc jockey.  It 
was an unforgettable night indeed.  
Sahid also participated as part of his 

drama years, in the end of the year performance of Beauty and the Beast.  What a great 
production!  As always, Perrine Elementary showed off that they are serious about their 
drama department and have nothing to offer but the best quality 
for their productions.   Sahid played the old man that takes Belle’s 
father.    He is in the front row dressed in black with the gray hair.   
The last event of his semester was earning the Arrow of Light 
Award, which is the highest award you earn in cub scouts.  He 
worked hard towards it and it was awarded in a beautiful end of the 
year ceremony.  All this ended for me 5 years of being involved in 
school activities non-stop as well as 5 years of being a scout leader.  
Now Sahid would be moving on to middle school and his interests 
would probably be changing, plus the fact that it would not look to “cool” for mami to be 
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around all the time, after all, he is a “man” and can now look after himself.  After Memorial 
Day in PR he spent 2 extra weeks in Puerto Rico with the family and took Spanish lessons.  
It was nice for him to be there and be spoiled by everybody.  The rest of the summer he 
spent at soccer, basketball and sailing camps.  The Summer really flew by.  This Fall he 
reached his goal of planting 30 trees.  As part of his community project, he participated 
with an organization called TREEmendous Miami and the National Football League and 
planted seedling pine trees in one of the parks in Miami.  This is part of the National 
Football League's Environmental Program to develop a series of initiatives to keep the 
Super Bowl (that will be held in Miami next year) cleaner and greener and to lessen the 
impact on the local and global environment.  The planting of these trees will help offset 
the greenhouse gas emissions produced by the February 2007 Super Bowl events.   
 
Once again this year we did our Halloween party at 
the house.  A huge crowd like always and tons of 
candy.  It is always so special to see the children so 
happy!  Our Bulgarian friend Adela and her mother 
came trick or treating with us, their first Halloween 
ever.  They were amazed at the amount of candy the 
children collected and even more so at how fast they 
would run from house to house.  
 
So here I am in Istanbul, putting this letter together (which I’ll probably finish in Miami).  
What an amazing city, so much history!  What a clean city and what nice people!!  Ladies, if 
you are single, this is the city, Turkish men are just too handsome!!!  It really was a special 
treat to be back and be able to visit Ephesus, the first greatest metropolis of Asia, which 
we had not seen on our first trip 6 years ago. Beginning in the Roman Republic, Ephesus was 
the capital of proconsular Asia, which covered the western part of Asia Minor.   Ephesus is 
an unbelievable city and it was quite unique to be able to visit the house where the Virgin 
Mary supposedly lived her last years.  (Mind you, the Pope was following on our footsteps, 
HA!!) We also saw the amphitheater (that held up to 25,000 spectators) in Ephesus were 

Paul preached to the Ephesians about not idolizing the goddess 
Artemis and where they stoned him as a result of this.  He became 
embroiled in a dispute with artisans, whose livelihood depended on 
the Temple of Artemis (Acts 19:23–41), and wrote 1 Corinthians 
from Ephesus. Later Paul wrote to the Christian community at 
Ephesus.  He was later jailed in Ephesus at the top of a hill.  We also 
saw the only remaining column of the Temple of Artemis, for which 
Ephesus was known for, which 

used to be one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world, built in honor of the Greek goddess Artemis, 
goddess of hunting, fertility and wild nature.   In this 
picture you see the remaining column and in the back is 
Ayosoluk Hill, where you can see towards the right St. 
John’s Basilica and underneath it he is supposedly 
buried.  It is interesting to know that on the left is a 
mosque, proof that religious tolerance is possible.  Ephesus was an important center for 
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early Christianity. The apostle and evangelist John lived and died here.  Ephesus was also 
known for its library, the library of Celsus .  The library of Celsus constituted one of the 
ancient world’s most important centres of information with the 12,000 scrolls it housed.  
Unfortunately a fire destroyed all of them.  At the time, the population of Ephesus has 

been estimated to be in the range of 400,000 to 500,000 
inhabitants in the year 100 CE, making it the largest city in 
Roman Asia and one of the largest cities of the day. Ephesus 
also had several major bath complexes, built at various points 
while the city was under Roman rule. The city had one of the 
most advanced aqueduct systems in the ancient world, with 

multiple aqueducts of various sizes to supply different areas of the city, including 4 major 
aqueducts.  The aqueduct underground system is impressive (you can still seem them) as so 
were their toilets!!!  Check us out!  I wonder if Paul used these toilets!  In Istanbul, we 
went back to the Topkapi Palace to visit the treasury which was not opened when we were 
last here.  OH MY GOD!  Here you can find all the riches collected 
by the sultans, sorry ladies, there are no more sultans left in 
Turkey!  The throne of Sultan Murad III is displayed and it is made 
of solid gold, weighs 250 kg!!  There are also carved daggers, an 18 
century golden cradle encrusted with precious stones (not for sale 
for those expecting babies), gold chandeliers weighing 48kg inlaid 
with 6,666 diamonds (wouldn’t look bad in my foyer, but too hard to clean), 2 solid gold 
candelabra  each weighing 48 kilograms (would be perfect for hurricane season).  If you 
ever want to see an 86 carat diamond, this is the place to see it.  The emeralds are the 
size of chicken eggs.  What wealth, what richness!  No wonder they had to do away with 
this system, besides the fact that Ataturk wanted the country to be modern and forward-
looking like the Western nations and wanted it to be a secular and democratic political 
regime.  We also visited again the Holy Relics section. The little room is reserved for the 
"Imam", the religious person who is in charge of reading the Koran all day long to give an 
idea to the foreigners of what the Koran is.  It is very solemn, makes me remember as a 
child when parts of the mass where sung.  Some of the relics here are boxes containing 
hairs of the Prophet Mohammed, his footprint and old examples of the Koran. There is also 
a golden case that contains the cover of "Hacer-ul Esved" which is a holy piece of rock in 
Mecca as well as a golden case that contains the mantle of Prophet Mohammed and his 
swords. In order to come into this room there has to be total silence as the Imam is 
reading from the Koran.  It is quite impressive.  After that Pedro and I went shopping in 
the Sultanahmet district and walked around the Blue Mosque, the Ayasofya as it is all 
within walking distance.  It was a gorgeous day to be outside and the wonderful thing about 
this part of town is that all the great sights are located within walking distance. 
 
On Monday when Pedro had to work (somebody has to, no?) I went on a tour that even 
though it included the Topkapi Palace (I don’t get tired of seeing it), it included the 
Suleymaniye Mosque which I hadn’t seen when we were there before.  Unfortunately this 
was a rainy, gray and very cold day.  This mosque was built in 1550 and it’s a huge complex 
that includes a hospice, hospital and a haman, it’s a city within the city.   On Tuesday I 
went to the Grand Bazaar by myself.  This Bazaar was first opened in 1461!!!!  I wanted to 
buy everything, unfortunately I did notice the increase in price from the last time we were 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity


there.  Definitely the EURO RULES and when you come with Dollars…it’s another story!   I 
did buy some things there…so much too choose from!!!   Wednesday I stayed at the hotel, 
so that I could start putting together this letter as I wanted to rest for the “Gala Dinner” 
we were going to attend as part of the XVII World Congress of Accountants Activity.  
Sounds impressive, no?  Well it sure was!  And did we look handsome for the event!  It was 
held at the Kempinski Ciragan Palace.  This palace was built by Sultan Abdülaziz in 1861, 
who ascended the throne after Sultan Abdülmecit. The palace was being used as the house 
of parliament when it burned down in 1910. Today the restored Ciragan Palace is a luxury 
Kempinski hotel.  The palace is spectacular, the food was out of this world.  There were 
people there from all over the world, all talking in peace, many dressed in their traditional 
clothes.  I met a gentleman from Oman who was telling me he had 16 children and 3 wives!!!! 
WOW!  I couldn’t have 3 husbands, more less 16 children, 2 is more than enough!  He and a 
colleague of his were very happy about the Democrats winning here and were looking 
forward to a Democratic win in the Presidential elections also. The conference attracted 
2,000 participants, so imagine!  There was a belly dancing show, a folkloric dancing show, 
typical music, a singer singing songs from different countries and to our surprise she sang, 
“Cumbanchero”, Unbelieveable!!!!  But, the most unbelievable event of the night, was 
meeting up with two former colleagues of mine from USAID in Kazakhstan, Rick Gurley and 
Svetlana.  What a small world this is!!!!  It was a wonderful night.  We got back to the hotel 
around midnight and I had to leave the hotel at 3:30 am to start my long flight back to 
Miami via Istanbul, Milan, Newark and home, almost 24 hours later and 3 different time 
zones.  Now I know what Pedro goes through.  After Istanbul he had to go to Bahrain and 
his trip back was Bahrain-Dubai-Istanbul-NY-Miami, like our friend Janet says, he went 
through Monday like 3 times!!! 
  
Thanksgiving was special.  Johann came down from Gainesville.  Adela 
and her mom (her first Thanksgiving) came over as well as Janet, her 
husband and 3 daughters.  TONS OF GOOD FOOD!  We celebrated 
Pedro’s birthday, Johann’s big 21 (even though he had already been 
celebrating at UF for many days) and one of Janet’s daughter’s 
birthday. 
 
Now we are getting ready for spending Christmas with our families in 
Puerto Rico.  Pedro’s father will be turning 90 years old on December 
24th and we are getting everybody together for this milestone event.  
One of his nephews is also getting married. It will be a special holiday and most of all 
because we are going to be spending it with the people we love. 
 
I hope I have not bored you!!!!  It really has been a great and special year for us.  We pray 
for wonderful things for 2007, but most of all for health. 
 
Remember, if you are ever in Miami, please give us a call.  You have a home here.   I can’t 
believe how long this letter turned out to be, but it truly shows what a great year the 
Souss family had, a very happy year.  I wish the same for all of you, and even more for the 
year to come. 
 
 



Mili, Pedro, Johann and Sahid 
8355 SW 183rd Terr. 
Village of Palmetto Bay, FL  33157 
Tel. 786/242-9339 
Cel. 305/331-8466 (Mili) 
Cel. 305/283-6157 (Pedri) 
militzam@aol.com  
mpsouss@aol.com
jsouss@uf.edu
 
 

                      
 
 
Mrs. Buzz Lightyear….to infinity and beyond … or a condom costume?  I’ve taken votes…and 
the second option is winning so far.  This is before going into containment to see the 
nuclear reactor at the Turkey Point Nuclear Power Plant. 
  

 
I wanted to include this picture so you all can see Johann’s hair!! This was on Thanksgiving 
day, celebrating his birthday, Pedro’s birthday and my girlfriend daughter’s birthday. 
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