
THE SOUSS FAMILY 
FELIZ NAVIDAD!!! 

 
 

  
1 

           Miami, Florida/December 2004 
 
Dear Family & Friends: 
 
I hope this letter finds everybody in good health and looking forward to a new year 
full of many wonderful things.  Like every year, for almost the past 13 years, we 
want to update you on what the Souss’/Maldonado family has been up to.  I can’t 
believe that it was almost 13 years ago that our first adventure overseas took us to 
live in Nicaragua and to start writing our newsletters.  Time really flies!  It really 
hit me when a couple of months ago a friend from Nicaragua wrote to tell us where 
his son was going to college, the same boy that used to be Johann’s best friend in 
second grade at the American-Nicaraguan School.  Unbelievable!! Now they are both 
Freshmen in college! 
 
It has been an exciting year for us, when hasn’t it been for the Souss’/Maldonado 
clan?  I will start with Pedro.  He got seriously involved in developing his business 
here in Miami which was great as he was traveling much less.  His business is doing 
great and we are so proud of him. He works though endless hours, but it is 
wonderful to have him at home more often.  I have become his secretary also, and a 
strict one at that.  His travels though took him to Baku, Azerbaijan, which he really 
liked (he told me the markets were full of wonderful rugs!!!!), as well as Bucharest, 
Romania and Sarajevo, Banja Luka and Mostar in Bosnia.  While he was in Bucharest 
this Summer, Sahid and I were able to join him for 2 weeks.   
 
Bucharest is a gorgeous and spectacular city.  It does not amaze me that at one 
time it used to be called Little Paris.  After reading and studying about the city 
before we left, we really took advantage of the 2 weeks there and the sites.  Now, 
you can tell definitely that the Romanians are Latin descendants, they are fun and 
loud, and their language was quite understandable also as it originates from the 
Latin.  Pedro had a nice little apartment right in the center of town so we could 
pretty much walk to all the museums and churches, you know me!!!   Of course, I had 
to bribe Sahid with McDonald’s afterwards.  I think the lady at the McDonalds 
knew us already.  Bucharest is a huge city, I thought it would be like Sofia.  The 
architecture is spectacular, you can see that at one time (before the Communists 
took over) there were a lot of rich people here, both culturally and monetarily.  We 
were able to get out of the city to visit different sites.  An exciting one was a visit 
to Snagov Monastery from the 14th century on Lake Snagov.  This monastery is on a 
little island not too far from the mainland, but nevertheless you have to take a 
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“boat”.  I put it in quotation marks because that is what I expected when Nicky, our 
driver, talked to some locals there and mentioned to them that we wanted to cross 
over.  Well, they brought what looked like a 300 year old canoe where barely 3 
people fit.  This “boat” was going to fit 4 people, the local man that was rowing, 
Sahid , Nicky that is about 6’1” and me.  A ride that was about 10 minutes rowing, 
felt like hours.  But, we got to see the Monastery.  It is believed that Count Vlades 
Tepes, better known as Count Dracula, is also buried here.  It is also believed that 
at one time Dracula  built here a jail with special torture chambers where the 
prisoners were killed by fire or iron and then thrown straight into the lake by a  
cannon.  Another exciting trip was to the cemetery where Ceaucescu and his wife 
are buried.  His tomb is totally insignificant, which is ironic considering what an 
extravagant man he was.  An example of his extravagance was the “People’s Palace”, 
the 3rd largest building in the world and a building that the people didn’t have 
access to.  Ironically it was completed the year he was ousted and killed.  We also 
visited the region of Transylvania and the trip was gorgeous.  Sahid was so excited 
to see the mountains!!   We visited of course the town where Count Dracula was 
born, Sighisoara.  This is one of the most beautiful fortified medieval towns that I 
have ever seen (there’s another one we visited in Romania, Sibiu, which is 
spectacular also, but bigger).  It is a quaint little town and you can either walk all 
around it or take a horse ridden buggy, which we did, and it was so much fun going 
through all the uneven cobble stoned streets.  Our two weeks were busy and we 
managed to see as much as we could and enjoyed it very much. 
   
As far as myself, I still continue working part-time for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) and substitute as a teacher the rest of the days.  I love both my 
jobs and the hours are great.  I still give it a lot of thought to maybe become a full 
time teacher as I can’t get over the fact of how much I enjoy being with children.  
I’m going up to Atlanta the first week of December for the annual secretaries 
training and then the 3rd week of December to cover for one of the secretaries in 
the region.  It should be fun.  I’ve had to have my winter suits dry cleaned as they 
haven’t been used since I worked with USAID in Kazakhstan.  Once again this year 
I’m the Den Leader for Sahid’s Webelos I den and also very involved in the PTA at 
school.  It will be my 4th year as leader and I just love it!!!  Pedro and I even 
volunteer to be cub scout camp counselors this Summer were there were 100 boys!!!!  
It has always been our philosophy that involved parents have students that succeed 
in school and in life and I can attest to the fact that this is definitely true. I 
remember my mother always being involved throughout our school years  Plus, in 
this day and age where we all live fast paced lives, we sometimes forget to give our 
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children quality time, i.e., spending time with them, not putting them in front of a 
TV or Nintendo while we do our things.  Oh! I’m still involved with the book club, or 
like Pedro calls it, the old ladies club. 
 
Our Johann graduated from the School for Advanced Studies this June.  He sure 
made us proud by graduating with honors:  National Honor Society, Math Honor 
Society, National Hispanic Scholar Recognition and Superintendent Diploma of 
Recognition.  He was also chosen by his classmates Most Likely to Succeed and got a 
special recognition for excelling in Advanced Calculus.  My dad will probably say he 
takes after his grandfather!!!   Well, he definitely has a smart grandfather and had 
an unbelievably smart great-grandfather!!!   After being accepted at all the 
universities he applied to (must be nice!), he decided on going to the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, 6 hours from home.  So, just like my mother did 26 years ago 
with me, in August we packed the car with all his things (we could hardly fit) and 
the 4 of us headed North jamming and listening to the Beatles, the Doors,  Chicago, 
Boston (all the classics that Johann likes now) to start a new chapter in his life.   
 
Being a good student does pay, and Johann was lucky to get the Bright Future’s 
Scholarship from the State of Florida as well as scholarships from the University, 
to the point that all we give him is pocket money on a monthly basis!!!  Like we told 
him, it does pay to do good in school, and Sahid knows this too.  The campus is 
gorgeous, spectacular, it really looks and feels academic.  We set him up in his 
dorm, met his roommate and his parent’s and we all went out to dinner one night.  It 
was a lot of fun getting to know them.  Travis is from Jupiter, FL, only 2 ½ hours 
North from Miami.  They complement each other as Travis is very outgoing and 
extroverted.  Johann is still interested in becoming a veterinary and his roommate 
Travis an architect.  Well, we did all the shopping, made sure he had everything and 
wasn’t missing anything, it was so much fun and it brought back so many memories.  
It was funny to see first, that the dorms are co-ed (what fun!, too bad they weren’t 
when I was going to college!!!) .  When we left him on Sunday it was hard to say 
good-bye for all of us.  Johann was finally on his way to a new life and one that we 
told him to enjoy, as your college years are the best years of your life.   
 
He is doing great in school, taking all the Microbiology and Organic Chemistry 
courses, calculus and all the good stuff.  His dual high school/college program let 
him graduate with almost 60 college credits which he was able to transfer.  As he 
has become so politically conscious (he voted for the first time this year and was so 
excited), he is also taking an International Politics class which he is enjoying very 
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much.  He also is enjoying his social life very much and has met a lot of people at 
school, especially in the dorm.  We will see him again at Thanksgiving. 
 
On October 15, we all went up to see Johann for Parent’s week-end.  We had so 
much fun.  Sahid was able to spend the night in the dorm with Johann on Friday 
night and Saturday morning we all met for the parent breakfast and orientations.  
As there was a football game on Saturday (we couldn’t go), we all still dressed up in 
orange and blue with our Gator T-shirts.  When Johann saw us he almost had a 
heart attack.  Those of you that know him will understand.  It was fun, because we 
were not the only ones, the whole school was in orange and blue.  And yes, I got my 
T-shirt that says: “University of Florida Mom”!!!  Saturday night we drove to 
Orlando to see the Cirque du Soleil.  Pedro was able to get second row tickets!!!  If 
you haven’t seen this show, we strongly recommend it!!!!  It was fun and special for 
the 4 of us to be able to spend time together like this again. 
 
Now, for our Sahid who always keeps us busy with his after school activities and 
social calendar.  He is in 4th grade this year and survived the dreaded FCAT test 
last year.  What a stressful year!   Sahid is doing great in school.  Got his grades, all 
A’s and B’s.  He is also in the Theater/Drama department and on November 16 was 
his first production.  He was excellent we’re proud to say.  And he really enjoyed it! 
 
At the end of February we all went to Disney to celebrate Sahid’s 9th birthday.  We 
went with our neighbors, the Brookins and Hosang and had a blast.  Johann was also 
able to go with us and he accompanied Sahid in the challenging rides.  While in 
Orlando, I was also able to meet with an excellent friend of mine from high school, 
Marie López, that I had not seen since 1979!!!!!   And yes, we recognized each other.  
What an unusual cold week-end it was though, at night it went down to the 40’s, 
something we are not used to anymore. 
 
Sahid and Pedro went to Puerto Rico this Summer for a week and had a great time.  
It was fun for Sahid to see the grandparents and aunts/uncles and to also spend 
time with his Father.  He also attended different Summer camps: tennis, swimming 
and a nature camp.  At the nature camp he went kayaking a couple of times and he 
just loved it.  To the point that him and Pedro have done it a couple of more times 
and now Sahid wants a kayak for Christmas!!!   He also had a great Halloween week-
end with 3 parties!!!  Two of them were at school and one on the 31st at our house.  
We must have had about 20 children and their parents.  We got pizza and baked 
goodies for everybody to eat and then we all went out trick or treating!!  I can’t get 
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over the fact of how much fun Halloween is, especially when there are children 
around, they really get you geared up for it. 
 
This year again my friend Maryann and I went to Catawba College for Homecoming 
week-end.  It was great fun to see old friends again.  We even had a former 
classmate and friend from Sweden join us for the week-end.  It was great to be 
able to spend time with her again.   We saw our Spanish professor again this year, 
one of the few that are still around.   
 
One thing that we did that was different was go to a rock concert to see the group 
Boston.  We went with Maryann and Javier.  We had so much fun, it was like being 
back in college.  We were always wondering where people our age hang around, and 
definitely the crowd at this concert was for people our age.  We did reminisce a 
lot!!!   
 
And yes, we survived all the Hurricanes that came through Florida this year.  There 
were a lot of jokes out about moving the State of Florida up between Montana and 
the Dakotas, it being called the Plywood State instead of the Sunshine state.  I 
even saw a postcard with the State of FL that said Welcome to FL and it was 
covered by a hurricane and an arrow pointing through the center saying “We are 
here”.  God must have been watching over South Florida because each time we 
thought that we were going to be hit.  We are definitely experts now on preparing 
for hurricanes!!!    
 
We also had some friends come visit that we hadn’t seen in ages.  The Nick & Jackie 
Trajkovic.  Nick is a former colleague of Pedro at the U.N. in Geneva and Jackie was 
my partner in crime there.  It was fun to get back together, look at old pictures 
from our days in France/Switzerland and see how much the children had grown.  We 
were also able to meet up with the Wittner’s again this year and their daughter 
Stephanie whom I hadn’t seen in probably 15 years.  They had us over for lunch at 
their hotel in Miami Beach and simply loved catching up with them after almost a 
year of not seeing them.  Annie & José Yumet also came to see us before 
Thanksgiving for a couple of days.  Pedro’s and José’s friendship goes back to their 
diaper days, so you can just imagine.  We last saw them about 3 years ago in Boston.  
When we lived in Boston they were our downstairs neighbors also!!  It was a non-
stop night of talking and reminiscing and watching our children play together. 
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We look forward to having Johann in Thanksgiving and then again at Christmas time.  
Sahid misses him a lot, well, and so do we.  Let’s see how much dirty laundry he 
brings home to be done!!! 
 
We wish all of you a wonderful  holiday season and nothing but the best for the new 
year 2005.  We pray for peace around the world and for men to learn to have a 
better understanding of each other so that harmony can be attained. 
 
And remember, “Mi casa es tu casa”.  Let us know when you are in town, we’d love to 
have you over. 
 
Lots of love, Mili, Pedro, Johann, Sahid  
 
 


