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March  2008 
 
Dear Friends and Family:  Happy 2008!  Better late than never, here are the Souss.  I 
hope you are all doing well and that 2008 brings you many wonderful things, most 
important health. 
 
Many circumstances have led to this letter being delayed, good and happy moments and 
unfortunately sad moments. 

 
On the positive side, it was a great year for traveling, 
achievements and celebrations.  We acquired a puppy, 
Lupe.  We adopted her and she has been great.  It will be 
already a year that she is with us.  As a loyal fan of Billy 
Joel, went to another of his concerts, this time, it was a 
girl’s night out for Maryann and I.  We had a blast with 
Billy! 

 
We have to thank God as Pedro kept very busy with great and challenging contracts in 
Bosnia, Bolivia, El Salvador, Nicaragua and Ukraine.  Sahid and I were very lucky to 
have had the chance of visiting him in Nicaragua and Ukraine. 
 
After 10 years of having left Nicaragua, it was like going 
back home.  For Sahid, who was 2 when we left, it was 
going back home were he was born.  It was as if we had 
never left.  It was wonderful to see old friends, were we 
lived and travel once again through some of the most 
beautiful natural and historical sites we have ever seen.  I 
even took Sahid to the hospital where he was born – he 
got quite a kick out of that one.  I was so happy to see 

how much 
Managua has 
changed, how modern and cosmopolitan a city it 
has become, it was wonderful.  We were there 
only a week, but it was a non-stop trip as we 
wanted for Sahid to see as much as he could and 
he did:  Managua, Masaya Volcano & Masaya 
Market, Granada and a trip around the lake, 
Leon, Ometepe, San Juan de Oriente, Laguna 
Tiscapa, Catarina, and others.  Truly an 
unforgettable trip and we left with the hope of 

returning again. 
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Ukraine was fascinating.  To be able to travel to far and 
exotic places and get to know different cultures is 
intriguing.  Kiev is such a sophisticated city.  The 
architecture is just 
mesmerizing.  It is either a 
huge city (I wonder if the 
island of Puerto Rico would 
fit right in), or is it just that 
all the buildings are 

humungous.  And of course, my place to be, churches galore 
everywhere and the architecture of these churches, 
fascinating.  That took a lot of McDonalds bribing to get 
Sahid to go with me.  They already knew us at the 
McDonalds near the hotel.  Its history throughout the years is 
quite unique and its suffering during WWII is heartbreaking.  
I have never seen throughout all our travels a more complete 
WWII museum depicting so many facts of their people and what they went through 
during this period.  Sahid is fascinated by this period in time and reads a lot about it, so 
this was definitely an eye-opening experience for him.  He was also impressed, well, so 
was I, by the Chernobyl Museum in Kiev.  We didn’t make it out to the site where the 
nuclear power plant was located, even though there are organized tours of the plant.  
 
In May we went to New York for our nephew’s graduation from 
NYU and a cousin’s wedding.  Sahid had never been to NY so he 
really enjoyed it.  We did the bus tour of the city, took the metro, 
and of course, had to visit were John Lennon lived.  The wedding 
was a blast, it was in CT and spring was in full bloom (had 
forgotten what that looked like).  It was a great week-end as we 
met up there with my 2 sister-in-laws and my 2 brother-in-laws.   
 
 
Over the summer Sahid attended his favorite basketball camp at FIU.  He always looks 
forward to that.  It just seems like the older he gets (he will be 13 in a couple of weeks), 
the camp options are more limited.   I started yoga with Janet last summer and just love it.  
We go to the Deering Estate to take them and the view from our classroom is as relaxing 
as the class itself.  Last week we started Pilates.  So hopefully by doing both of them we 
will be the sharpest looking women in Miami.  Sahid also started taking catechism 
classes to prepare him for his confirmation. 
 
In July the 4 of us went to Puerto Rico.  It was mostly a working trip as we started to get 
our apartment in Luquillo livable once again.  I can’t believe that a 2 bedroom apartment 
would require so much work.  But, with our great team effort and the help of Berto in 

Puerto Rico – we brought on the job and practically 
turned it around.  It seemed to be a never ending task.  All 
the cleaning was done then and then this Christmas the 
buying of things started so that now it is starting to look 
more and more like great place to spend time at, even 
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though there is still a ways to go.  It was great this Christmas to be able to wake up, walk 
to the balcony and see the ocean, extremely peaceful.  We also went horseback riding 
near the rainforest which was a great experience for Sahid as 
it was his first time.  Most important it was a great time to 
spend time with our families for baptisms, weddings, 
birthdays, Christmas, New Years and 3 Kings Day. 
 
At the end of July we all went to Gainesville to help Johann 
move.  He wanted to move by himself as this is his last year.  
He will graduate 12/08 with a double major:  zoology and 
botany.  This spring he will take GRE exams and the start 
applying for graduate school.  He would like to pursue environmental studies.  Right now 
he is looking at the University of Georgia in Athens for graduate school.  In May 2007 he 
went to do a semester abroad in Costa Rica and just loved it.  It was a tropical field 
course involving the study of tropical environments, their natural environments and its 
people.  He had a wonderful time and of course it was hard to return.   
 
I continue my work at the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission and at Florida 
International University.  Busy as ever and loving it.  Last fall I traveled to Atlanta for the 
USNRC annual training and it was great to see colleagues I don’t get to see that often.  It 
was also great to take out and air some of my winter clothes!!!  Last year I didn’t make it 
to my college reunion as I traveled to Nicaragua instead.  But, hopefully this year I will 
be able to make it.  It will be 26 years.  In May I will be attending our first ever high 
school reunion held – 30 years.  That is something I look forward to as most of my 
classmates I have not seen in that amount of time, and having been a graduating class of 
around 27 students who pretty much went to the same school all their lives, we all knew 
each other pretty well. 
 
Maybe because we were traveling so much we didn’t have many visitors, but it was a 
wonderful surprise to see again after several years Charo & Christoph in Miami.  I tell 
you, once I get to know you it is hard to get rid of me.  We met them in Kazakshtan, she 
is Peruvian and he is Swiss, they live in Zurich and we developed a wonderful friendship 
that has lasted throughout the years.    Because of the fact that I was traveling to 
Nicaragua and had so much work I wasn’t able to spend much time with them, but at 
least we managed to do a trip to the Everglades.  They were great sports and rented a car 
to go exploring on their own.  My brother-in-law and sister-in- law also came so that they 
could see their granddaughter that lives now here in Miami. 
 

Thanksgiving was once again at my house and this year Janet 
ooked the turkey!!!   All her family came except the eldest 
daughter that was in Italy studying for the semester, Adela and 
Vesko came and Johann also came down.  As always, fun, tons 
of food and great pisco sours, not typical drink for the occasion, 
but nevertheless one of my favorites. 
 
And the big event of the year, Pedro’s 50th birthday party.  Of 
course, one party did not suffice.  He thought that instead of 
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turning 50 he was turning 15 and that we had to do the big 
“quinceañera” bash.  The party in Miami was wonderful.  
We had about 65 guests and hired a company to come cook 
paella at the house.  It was open bar with bar tender and of 
course the decorations were tropical and flamingoes!!!  It 
was so much fun.  Marialena, Ambrosio and the girls came 
down from Orlando to spend the night and so did Regina and 
David.  After the party ended at 3 am – and nothing was left 
to drink, we woke up at 7 am to have breakfast outside in our pajamas.  Hungover, and 
with all the mess that had been left outside, we prepared, pancakes, scrambled eggs and 

tons of coffee.  We had a blast.   In Puerto Rico, we 
had a party on 12/27 at the Hacienda Inmaculada, a 
gorgeous property located in the mountains.  We 
also had about 65 people there, family and long 
time friends.  It was a lot of fun to be able to see 
people we don’t get to see that often and spend time 
with them.  Pedro’s roommates from college were 
there.  As you can see, they still look mighty good.  
The food was spectacular here as well as the hors 
d’oeuvres.  I prepared a slide show of pictures 

depicting Pedro’s 50 years of life.  It was so much fun for everybody to see it. 
 
 
While in Puerto Rico over the holidays Pedro got offered a 5 month contract to work in 
El Salvador.  It was a great opportunity for him not only professionally, but also for Sahid 
to be able to experience going to school overseas.  Even though he did it as a child, he 
never got the full advantage of it that Johann got.  I accompanied them to El Salvador on 
January 11th to help them get settled, register Sahid in school, find a house, housekeeper, 
driver, etc.  For Pedro coming to El Salvador was also like going back home.  His parents 

had lived here for about 5 years during the 80’s – his 
dad was also a contractor.  So he knew quite a few 
people here.  The house is adorable.  It’s a duplex 
located in a gated and guarded 24 hour neighborhood 
with only 24 houses.  And the 
wonderful thing, 1 block 
away from the American 
School.  Sahid loves it here 
and Pedro is doing great at 

work.  I’m currently once again in El Salvador, to celebrate 
Sahid’s birthday this week.  I’m 
including a picture of Pedro’s car – he 
calls it the Viagra car, I wonder why?   
I’m impressed with the fact that there 
is a volcano in the city, sometimes I 
find it too close for comfort, but it 
doesn’t affect many as it affects me.  It 
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is currently inactive.   Because I’m here for a short period of time, sightseeing will be 
limited.  We are planning though on doing the archeological route – you know me and 
the history freak I am.  Of course that should include a couple of churches along the way.  
On my next trip, which should be a little longer I hope, the plans will be more 
comprehensive.  Even though El Salvador is such a little country, it is rich in many ways.  
And most important, it is admirable how this country has turned around after their brutal 
12 year civil war of the 80’s were around 75,000 people were killed.  The people are just 
so nice here, and that is everywhere you go.  San Salvador is extremely modern with its 
malls, restaurants, etc., nothing to envy Miami, actually, one feels like in Miami.  There 
has not been one restaurant that we have not liked or one mall where we can’t find what 
we need.  It really is a great place to be and I know that Sahid will benefit immensely 
from this experience, besides the fact that his Spanish is improving 100%. 
 
2007 was a wonderful year of travels and work.  We both love what we do and we are 
totally dedicated to doing the best we can.  Time flew and before we realized it.  Being so 
involved with work (Pedro traveled almost every 3 weeks), Sahid’s school work, 
planning 2 birthday parties, Thanksgiving, a possible move to El Salvador, we didn’t 
realize November was upon us.  And then, on December 4th Pedro’s father passed away.  
Even though at 90 and as frail as he was we were expecting it to happen one day, but 
that’s a lie, you are never ready for a blow like that.  Pedro, who was in Nicaragua, flew 
to Miami and then on to PR.  I followed a couple of days later for the service and burial.  
It was an unbelievable emotional drain for him and for all of us, for the boys, the first 
time they confronted the death of someone so close.  Alzheimer’s is a horrible disease, 
it’s brutal and it’s mean, it’s vicious and hard to see how it takes away the best from a 
person and just leaves them completely useless, totally unfair.  I pray that one day a cure 
can be found.  I want to thank all of you that at our request for both of Pedro’s birthday 
parties, made donations to the Alzheimer’s Association.  I know that your contribution 
will make a difference in the end. 
 
We always think of all of you, the times we spend together.  It’s just wonderful to be able 
to after all these years still hear from all of you – it means a lot to us.  We have watched 
each other’s children grown, get married, become professionals.  We have had the chance 
of meeting again.  We pray for all of you that life will continue to bestow upon you many 
blessings.  You are all special to us and we thank you for all the wonderful Christmas 
cards, newsletters and sentiments of condolences we received.   
 
We hope to see you in the near future. 
 
Much love always, Mili, Pedro, Johann and Sahid 
  


